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Wow, what a busy week! It has been a real pleasure to welcome parents into 
school on several occasions. Year one parents joined us for a ‘Smoothies and 
Stories’ afternoon, and it was lovely to see so many of you sharing stories, 
enjoying time together and getting a taste of daily life in the classroom.  Thank 
you to the year one staff for arranging this for the children and parents. On 
Thursday, the children’s artwork created for World Art Day was proudly 
displayed in the school hall for parents and children to enjoy as an art exhibition. 
The artwork looked wonderful and reflected just how much effort and 

concentration the children put into their work – it definitely showed our learning 
behaviours in action! A huge thank you to Miss Roberts for coordinating World 
Art Day and putting the exhibition together, and to the wider staff for all their 
hard work with the children.  
In year one, the children have been learning about St George’s Day and what it 
represents. They explored who St George is, why the day is celebrated, and how 
it fits into the wider picture of the United Kingdom. Through stories, discussion 
and creative activities, the children explored the different traditions and 
celebrations that may take place.  
You may or may not be aware that we are expecting an Ofsted inspection at some 
point before the end of this academic year. When Ofsted do arrive, it will be an 
opportunity for us to proudly showcase our school, our children and the great 
work that happens here every day. Our Multi Academy Trust has created an 

information poster explaining the updated Ofsted inspection framework for 
parents, which you will find on the next page for your information. Please do get 
in touch if you have any questions about the Ofsted framework.  

Thank you for your ongoing support. Have a lovely weekend.  
 
Suzanne Marson 
Headteacher 

      



 

 



 

 

 



Pupil achievements this week 
 

Learning behaviour of the week (based on the half termly learning behaviour focus)  

 

Owlets: Isla Spotty Owls: Laura Stripy Owls: Jannah 

Little Owls: Bella Barn Owls: Abubakr Spectacled Owls: Christian 

Elf Owls: Heidi Tawny Owls:  Amelia-Faith Snowy Owls:  Ricky 

 

Lunchtime stars 

Owlets: Ozzie Spotty Owls: Brody Stripy Owls: Roman 

Little Owls: Kanish Barn Owls: Caiden Spectacled Owls: Charlotte A 

Elf Owls: Vinnie Tawny Owls:  Amelia Snowy Owls:  Edith 

 

Hot Chocolate Friday  

Little Owls: Leo Barn Owls: Arshan Spectacled Owls: Frankie 

Elf Owls: Izhaan Tawny Owls:  Jasper Snowy Owls:  Arundeep 

 

Gold Book (based on the half termly Christian value) 

Reception: William C, William J, Florence, Levi, Inaaya 

 Year 1: Jasper Year 2: Ridhan 

 

Achievements from home  

Reception: Henry, Isla O 

Year 1: Pola, Sienna, Isla Year 2: India, Sophia, Niyah, Eliza, Penelope 



 

Year 1 and 2 phonics screening check  

In June, all year 1 children will take part in a national phonics screening                                               

check. The purpose of this is to ensure that the children have learnt to                                                   

decode words to an age appropriate standard. The phonics check                                                       

involves reading 40 phonetically decodable words to a class teacher on                                                   

an individual basis. The words consist of 20 real words and 20 nonsense                                         

words—the nonsense words have an alien picture next to them to show the children that those 

words are not real. The check is not stressful for the children and takes                                                     

around 5 minutes per child to complete. The children usually love the                                                

opportunity to spend some one to one time with their class teacher.  

Since the phonics check was introduced, the expectation nationally has                                                             

been that children have reached the age appropriate standard if they read 32 out of 40 words 

correctly. The standard is set yearly by the Department for Education after the phonics results have 

been submitted. 

If a child does not reach the standard of scoring 32 out of 40, or if they were absent during the time 

period of the phonics check, they will take part in the check the following year when they are in 

year 2. They will then take part in the check in June in year 2 during the same time period as the 

year 1 children.          

If would like to view screening checks from previous years so that you can see the type of words 

that the children are asked to read, examples of these can be found on the school website: 

https://www.dunchurchinfant.covmat.org/key-stage-one-phonics-check/  A parental leaflet 

regarding the phonics check from the Department for Education can also be found on the web page.   

This academic year, the time period for the phonics check to take place is the week commencing 

the 8th of June. If a child is absent during this week, there is a further opportunity to take the check 

the following week.   

The children’s phonics check score will be shared with you in your child’s end of year report.  

If you have any questions about the phonics check, please contact your child’s class teacher or Mrs 

Marson.  

 

             

  

 

https://www.dunchurchinfant.covmat.org/key-stage-one-phonics-check/


Diary Dates  

Friday 1st May Passport to world views afternoon  

Children will be learning about the festival of Purim during the afternoon 

11th – 15th 

May  

Mental Health Week 

During collective worship, children will be learning how to keep themselves mentally 

healthy. 

Friday 15th 

May 

Reception – Zoolab Workshop 

More details to follow. 

Monday 18th 

May  

Year one trip to Kenilworth Castle 

More details to follow. 

Friday 22nd 

May  

Break the rules day 

Children are able to break set rules for a ‘fine’ of 50p for the day. Break as many of the 

rules as you like on the list! More information will follow from the PTA.  

Wednesday 

3rd June 

Parent’s meeting at the Junior School (year 2 parents only) 

If your child is due to start Juniors in September 2026, there is a meeting for parents in 

the Junior hall at 5pm. Please see the letter sent home from Mrs Darragh.  

8th – 12th June Phonics Screening Check Week 

Children in year one and some children in year two will be taking part in the national 

phonics screening check. See the Spotlight in this newsletter for more information.  

8th – 19th June  Year Two Assessments 

Year two assessments will be taking place over the course of these two weeks. A 

spotlight will follow in a future newsletter with more information about these 

assessments.  

Friday 12th 

June  

Pyjamarama 

A day to promote a love of reading and bedtime stories with the children. Children are 

invited to come into school wearing pyjamas or comfy clothing for the day. Children are 

invited to bring their favourite bedtime story to school to share with a friend, and a 

voluntary donation of £1 to support the work of the Booktrust who provide books for 

disadvantaged children is welcome, should you wish to do so. 

15th – 21st 

June  

Sports Week 

All children from reception to year two will take part in a daily mile this week. (Usual 

arrangements for school uniform / PE kit days please) 

Monday 15th 

June 

Nursery Sports Afternoon 

Nursery children will be taking part in a sports afternoon from 2:15pm. Nursery parents 

are invited to join us on the main school playground. Please enter via the Sandford Way 



entrance. Refreshments will be available on the playground sold by the PTA – cash only 

please. 

Tuesday 16th 

June 

Class Photographs – all year groups  

Photographs will be taken during the morning session. 

Wednesday 

17th June  

Sports Morning 

Children from reception to year two will be taking part in a sports morning on the Junior 

School field. Parents are invited to join us and should make their way over to the Junior 

School after dropping off their children. We will start at 9:15am and we expect the 

morning to last around two hours. Children will be sat on one side of the track and 

parents sat on the other side. Refreshments will be available on the field sold by the PTA 

– cash only please. More information will follow.  

Wednesday 

17th June  

Information Evening – New Reception Parents 

If your child is due to start reception in September 2026, you are invited to join us for an 

information session from 5pm to see the classroom and find out about starting school. A 

talk will take place in the hall at 5pm. 

Friday 19th 

June 

Father’s Day Service – Year 1 only 

We would like to invite Dad’s, or a male representative, to come into school to join in 

with a Father’s Day assembly. Only one representative per family please. Please arrive for 

a 2:45pm start via the School Office entrance. 

Friday 19th 

June 

Father’s Day sock shop 

The PTA will be running a Father’s Day event. Please see information sent home from the 

PTA nearer the time.  

Monday 22nd 

June 

World Music Day 

Children are invited to come into school dressed as their favourite rock star or musician 

as part of promoting a love of music.  

Monday 22nd 

June 

Booking for end of term plays opens 

Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information 

sent home from the school office from 8pm today. Pre-school and year two children only.  

Wednesday 

24th June 

Reserve Sports Afternoon – Nursery  

A reserve slot in case we have to postpone sports afternoon on the 15th June due to the 

weather.  

Friday 26th 

June 

Non uniform day 

Children are invited to wear non-uniform in exchange for bottles to be used in a tombola 

at the school fair.  

Thursday 2nd 

July 

Year 2 to spend the day at the Juniors 

Children will be taken by their class teachers to spend a day at the Juniors as part of 



transition. This will include a teddy bear’s picnic and a sports afternoon - school will 

provide a picnic lunch. Children are invited to bring a named teddy bear into school with 

them. All children to wear PE kits on this day please. Children should be dropped off and 

picked up at the Infants as usual.  

Thursday 2nd 

July 

School Fair 

More information to follow. A school fair after school. Save the date! 

Monday 6th 

July  

Reserve Sports Morning (reception to year two) 

A reserve slot in case we have to postpone sports morning on the 17th June due to the 

weather. All arrangements from the 17th June will be in place. 

Wednesday 

8th July  

Country Transfer Day 

Children will spend time in their new classes during this day.  

If your child is in year two and moving into Dunchurch Juniors, they will spend the day 

there. Please drop off and collect the children from the junior school. (If your year two 

child is not going to Dunchurch Juniors and does not have a transfer day, please let us 

know.) 

If your child is in reception or year one, they should arrive and be collected from their 

usual classroom doors. The children will then go into their new classrooms and spend 

most of the day with their new classroom staff.  

Owlets and pre-school children should attend nursery as usual. Pre-school children will 

be invited into school to spend some time in their new classroom (please see separate 

letter sent home)  

Thursday 9th 

July 

Year 2 leavers event – Save the date! 

An event for our year 2 leaver’s children after school. More information to follow once 

final details are put into place.  

Friday 10th 

July 

National Teddy Bear’s Picnic Day 

Children are invited to bring a named teddy bear into school for a picnic lunch, along with 

a donation towards Birmingham Children’s Hospital. We have families in school who have 

been supported by Birmingham Children’s Hospital and would like to raise as much 

money as we can for this worthy cause. 

Monday 13th 

July  

Pre-school end of year performance 1 

Parents are invited to come into school to see the children take part in a leaver’s 

performance in the school hall at 2:30pm. Two tickets will be available per child across 

the two performances. Please enter and leave via the School Office. Booking information 

will follow. 

Monday 13th 

July  

Reports out to parents 

An end of year report for each child will be emailed home by the end of the day today.   



Wednesday 

15th July 

Pre-school end of year performance 2 

Parents are invited to come into school to see the children take part in a leaver’s 

performance in the school hall at 1:45pm. Two tickets will be available per child across 

the two performances. Please enter and leave via the School Office. Booking information 

will follow. 

Wednesday 

15th July 

End of year 2 leaver’s performance 1 

Parents are invited to come into school to see the children take part in a leaver’s 

performance in the school hall at 2:15pm. Two tickets will be available per child across 

the two performances. Please enter and leave via the School Office. Booking information 

will follow. 

Wednesday 

15th July 

Open evening 

Parents are invited to come into school with their children to view their children’s work 

and to visit new and existing classrooms from 3:30—5. Class teachers will be available to 

speak to about reports if you would like to. Mrs Owen will be available for SEND drop ins. 

(Nursery parents – nursery staff will be available in the Owlets room) 

Wednesday 

15th July  

Open evening at the Juniors (Year 2 only) 

If you child is due to move to the Juniors in September 2026, the year 3 classrooms will 

be open for you to visit with your child from 3:30pm – 3:40pm.  

Thursday 16th 

July  

End of year 2 leaver’s performance 2 

Parents are invited to come into school to see the children take part in a leaver’s 

performance in the school hall at 9:15am. Two tickets will be available per child across 

the two performances. Please enter and leave via the School Office. Booking information 

will follow. 

 

 

 

 

 



Current Lunch Menu 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have accumulated a lot of lost property over the last half term or so and would like to reunite as 

much of it as possible with its owners. Please feel free to drop into the office and come and have a 

look at the rail if you believe your child has lost anything. We have jumpers, cardigans, coats, hats, 

gloves and water bottles as well as other little trinkets. 

 



 

 

 

 

Attendance Weekly Summary 
2   

                     Whole School: 97.4 % (Target 87%)  

      

Little Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls 

96.6% 98.5% 98.5% 

 

    

Barn Owls Tawny Owls Spectacled Owls 

100% 94.7% 95.9% 

 

 

PE Days  

Children should wear their P.E. kits to school on the following 

days. On other days, normal school uniform should be worn.  

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls 

Elf Owls 

Little Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls  

 

After School Clubs  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Martial Arts 
Rec—Y2 

3:20-4pm 

Spanish 
Y1-Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

 Football  
Y1-Y2 

3:20– 4:45pm 

Football 
Y1-Y2 

3:20-4:45pm 

Tennis 
Rec-Y2 

3:20 – 4:15pm  

Arts and Crafts 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm 

Bounce and Beat 
Rec—Y2 

3:20-4:20pm 

Construction 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm 

Cooking 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm  

 

  Gardening 
Rec – Y2 

3:20 – 4:15pm 

  



 

  

Christian Value this 

half term 

 

 

 Learning Behaviour this 

half term 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

Academic Year 2025/2026 

Spring term 2026 

End of term: Friday 27th March 

Easter holiday: Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April  

Summer term 2026  

Start of term: Monday 13th April 

Bank holiday: Monday 4th May  

Half term: Monday 25th to Friday 29th May  

Training Day: Monday 1st June 

End of term: Friday 17th July 

Training Day (Disaggregated): Monday 20th July 

Summer holiday: Tuesday 21st July to Monday 31st August 

Academic Year 2026/2027 

Autumn term 2026 

Training days: Tuesday 1st September and Wednesday 2nd September 

Term starts for children: Thursday 3rd September 

Training day: Friday 23rd October 

Half term: Monday 26th to Friday 30th October  

End of term: Friday 18th December  

Christmas holiday: Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January  

Spring term 2027 

Training day: Monday 4th January  

Start of term for children: Tuesday 5th January   

Half term: Monday 15th to Friday 19th February  

Training day: Monday 22nd February  

End of term: Thursday 25th March 

Easter holiday: Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April  

Summer term 2027 

Start of term: Monday 12th April  

Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May  

Half term: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June  

Training day: Monday 7th June  

End of term: Wednesday 21st July 

Summer holiday: Thursday 22nd July to Wednesday 1st September 

For Warwickshire school term dates please click here.  

* School and nursery are closed to all children during bank holidays, training 

days and holiday periods.  

  

 

In Collective Worship 

this week … 

 

In collective worship this week we 

have considered Earth Day and how 

we can look after the Earth. We 

have also learnt about St George’s 

Day and how St George is 

considered the patron saint of 

many countries.  

We explored the idea that we are 

never old to try new things, and 

learnt about Eileen, an 82 year old 

woman who ran the London 

Marathon.   

 

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays


 

  

Family Support   

Families can access free parenting courses through 

Eventbrite here.  

Click on Family Information Service for a wide 

range of information to support families, or to 

request support.  

  

 

 

Book of the week  

Title: The Dinosaur That Pooped  

A Planet 

Author: Tom Fletcher &  

Dougie Paynter 

Recommended by: Mrs Hart 

 

I think most adults will know Tom Fletcher!  As well 

as his music he has written a series of books for 

children and the one I have selected this time is 

called 'The Dinosaur that pooped a Planet!" Danny 

and Dino go on another adventure but this time to 

outer space in their rocket.  However, Dino is 

always hungry - the question is will he eat the 

rocket?  Will he eat everything out in space?  Will 

they ever return back down to earth?  Children will 

find this rhyming story entertaining I am sure! 

 

E-Safety tip of the week  

Online Privacy 

What can we do to support our children with their 
online privacy? 

Talk to your child regularly: Talk to your child about 
what is personal information and to think about what 
they share online. Personal information includes their 
name, address, current location and the school they 
attend. This also includes information within photos or 
videos that they may share, for example does it show 
their current location? 

Apply appropriate privacy settings: For any app, game 
or device that your child uses, check the privacy settings 
and apply them as appropriate. 

For example: 

• Check if their location is being shared. 

• Check who can tag them in posts (as what 
others tag them in can also affect their digital 
footprint). 

• Check who can share their content. 

Check these settings regularly as new options may 
become available or sometimes updates can change 
previous settings. 

 

 

Mental Health Support  

 

Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities  

The Warwickshire Local Authority monthly SEND 

newsletter can be found here. Click link 

The Warwickshire SEND local offer can be found 

here. Click link 

Families can request free advice and support 

through Warwickshire SENDIASS Click link  

 

  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-family-and-relationship-support--71623337213
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/send
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/warwickshire-sendiass


 

 

 

 

 


