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Roots to grow. Wings to fly.
Newsletter number: 18 Date: 23.01.2026

We have had another busy week in school this week. | have been particularly impressed with the
quality of writing in year two this morning, we are all so proud of the progress they have made this
academic year so far. Great job everyone!

The contractors have got to the point where they have been able to put some display boards up in the
corridor and hall which we are really pleased about. Staff will be populating these over the coming
week and we look forward to being able to share some images of the children’s fantastic pieces of work
with you.

One of our priorities this academic year is to improve the outdoor experience of the children across
lunchtime. Mrs Owen and Mrs Rawes have been working on this, supported by the PTA, and we have a
big mud kitchen ready to be installed. Mrs Owen has posted on Dojo asking for some help with
constructing the kitchen, and we would be really grateful for any help that anyone can offer.

Please see this week’s spotlight for a reminder of the uniform that the children in reception to year two
should be wearing to school. Nursery are welcome to wear the uniform if they would like to but there is
no expectation that they do. We would be very grateful if you would remember to name your
children’s clothing in all year groups so that it can be reunited with them if it gets lost. This includes
clothing worn for after school clubs and items such as hats and gloves. We have been finding we are
collecting a small amount of lost property around school, mainly from after school clubs, so have set up
two lost property rails. If your child (reception to year 2) has lost something during school time or from
an after school club such as football, martial arts or a Kits Academy club, the rail is located at the front
of the school near the school office. If you would like to check for an item, please enter the school via
the school office. If your child has lost something in Owls club or nursery, there is a second lost
property rail located in the nursery corridor. Hopefully this will help to reunite any lost items with their
rightful owners!

Thank you for your ongoing support, have a lovely weekend.

Suzanne Marson

Headteacher
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PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK

LEARNING BEHAVIOR — TEAM Crocodile
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Little Owls: Barn Owls: Spectacled Owls:
(Miss Roberts) Fares (Mrs Jones) Isabelle (Miss Ansell and Effie
Miss Goodwin)
EIf Owls: Tawny Owls: Snowy Owls:
(Mrs Shrimpton & Isabelle (Mrs Carrington) Amelia (Mrs Menzies) Oscar &
Mrs Rawes Karam
|
HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY I
Little Owls: Barn Owls: Spectacled Owls:
(Miss Roberts) Barty (Mrs Jones) Sophia (Miss Ansell & Liberty
Miss Goodwin)
EIf Owls: Tawny Owls: Snowy Owls:
(Mrs Rawes & Azlan (Mrs Carrington) Jasper (Mrs Menzies) Cora
Miss Shrimpton)
Lunchtime stars I
Little Owls: Barn Owls: Spectacled Owls:
(Miss Roberts) Adam (Mrs Jones) Liliana (Miss Ansell & Theo
Miss Goodwin)
EIf Owls: Tawny Owls: Snowy Owls:
(Mrs Shrimpton & Ella (Mrs Carrington) Luca (Mrs Menzies) George
Mrs Rawes
Nursery Learner and Lunchtime Star of the Week I
Owlets | Learner: Maisie Spotty Learner: Sahanna Stripy Learner: Jannah

Lunchtime: Copper

Lunchtime: Laura

Lunchtime: Neve I
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Reception:

Achievements from home:

Reception: Levi, Alex

Year 1:Wren, Theo, Sienna, Year 2: Dylan, Nivaan

GOLD BOOK:

Henry, Florence, Avyaan. Year 1:Robin, Albie Year 2: Niyah, India, Eliza, Satvika

/
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School Uniform

The wearing of uniform supports a sense of belonging in the school community. We encourage children to take pride in
their appearance and ask that they wear school uniform from the items listed.

All items with a school logo are available to buy from the Webb Ellis Uniform Shop in Rugby: https://webb-ellis.co.uk/

shop/schools/infant-schools/dunchurch-infant-school-nursery/ or second hand through the school office / PTA. There is

no expectation that branded uniform is worn, children are welcome to wear unbranded uniform for all items.

Please name all items, including shoes, with your child’s name so that we can return lost property to the correct owner.

School uniform that can be worn on non P.E. days

Red school cardigan
(logoed item available) .

Red school jumper

(logoed item available)

White polo shirt

(logoed item available)

Dark grey school trousers

Dark grey school shorts

Dark grey school culottes

Dark grey school skirt

Dark grey school dress

Red and white checked or
striped

school summer dress

White, red or grey socks or

tights with black school shoes y



https://webb-ellis.co.uk/shop/schools/infant-schools/dunchurch-infant-school-nursery/
https://webb-ellis.co.uk/shop/schools/infant-schools/dunchurch-infant-school-nursery/

Spotlightonge

School Uniform

School uniform that can be worn on P.E. days

Red zipped fleece

(logoed item available)

Red school cardigan

(logoed item available)

Red school jumper

(logoed item available)

White polo shirt

(logoed item available)

Black, plain jogging bottoms

Black, plain leggings

Black, plain sports shorts

Black, plain skorts

White, red or black socks

As plain as possible white
trainers

As plain as possible black train-
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Dates for your diary
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Any hew dates will

Upcoming Dates:

Friday 6th Number Day!

February Children will take part in a day of maths activities to promote problem solving and
a love of maths in a fun and creative way. Children are invited to come into
school dressed as a number themed costume which can be as simple or as imag-
inative as you like. Some ideas include: wearing a T-shirt with a number, dressing
up as a calculator or clock, creating a costume that represents a shape, dice, or
number line or becoming their favourite number!

There is no need to buy anything new — homemade or recycled costumes are
more than enough. The aim is to have fun and enjoy a day full of number-related
activities across the school.

9th—15th Children’s Mental Health Week

February During collective worships, and within some classroom learning, children will be
learning how to keep themselves mentally healthy.

Tuesday Safer Internet Day

10th Children will be learning about keeping safe online during the day, including our

February moto of ‘Bee Safe’.

Thursday Passport to world views afternoon

12th The children will be learning about the festival of Losar.

February

Friday 13th | Year 2 pancake making

February Children in year two will be making pancakes to mark Shrove Tuesday over half
term. Please ensure we are aware of all allergy information.

Tuesday Stand up to bullying day

24th Children will be learning about what bullying is and isn’t as part of collective wor-

February ship.

Thursday Parents Evening Bookings go live.

26th Book your parent’s evening slot from 8pm today, using information sent home

February from the school office.

Thursday World Book Day!

oth March Children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character.
There will be more exciting events taking place over the course of the week, more
information to follow.

W/C 9th Science week

March Throughout science week, the children will take part in a variety of hands-on ex-
periments, exciting investigations, and themed activities tailored to their year
group. We’'ll also be focusing on the importance of asking questions and thinking
like scientists.

Friday 13th | Mother’s Day service—Year 2 parents

March

Year two Mums, or a female representative in their place, are welcome to join
their children for a Mother’s Day year group collective worship. Please enter the
school via the school office for a 2:30pm start in the school hall. Only one adult
per child please.




Upcoming Dates:
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Friday 20th

Passport to world views afternoon

March Children will be learning about the festival of Eid al Fitr.

Wednesday | Parents Evening—day 1

25th March | yqy are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s
progress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information
received from the school office from 8pm on Thursday 26th February.
Appointments are available from 3:30 pm—6:30pm.

Thursday Parents Evening—day 2

26th March | yqy are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s
progress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information
received from the school office from 8pm on Thursday 26th February.
Appointments are available from 3:30 pm—6:30pm.

Friday 27th | Passport to world views afternoon

March Children will learn about the festival of Rama Navami.

Friday 17th | Return to Reception

April

Parents invited to visit Reception at 2:15pm to see their child learn in the
reception environment. A chance to see just how far they have come! One
parent per child please.

Avtumn Winter
2025 2026

VLR
17.11.25
08.12.25
29.12.35
15.01.26
09.02.26
02.03.26
23.03.26
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Option One

Option One

Option Two

Vegetables

Dessert

Lunches Spring Half Term

MONDAY

Plant Balls in Tormato
Sauce with Rice

Autumn Vegetable
Lasagne

Vegetables of the Day

Cheese and Crackers

Classic Cheese and
Tomato Pizza
with Wedges

Mild Mexican Chilli with
Rice
Vegetables of the Day
NEW Gingerbread

Cookie h!’

Macaroni
Cheese

o

NEW Chefs Special
Lentil Cumy with Rice
Vegetables of the Day
Oaty Cookie

(V]

TUESDAY

Beef Lasagne with
Garlic Bread

Beeiroot and Lentil
Burger in a Bun with

Potato Wedges ‘o

Vegetables of the Day

NEW Apple Cumb Cake
with Custard

Spaghetti
Bolognaise

Vegan Spaghetti
Bolognaise

Vegetables of the Day

Chocolate and Beefroot
Brownie with Chocolafe
Sauce

MNEW Chicken Enchilada
Bake with Poprika Wedges

Tomato Pasta

(V)

Vegetables of the Day

Pear Crumble with
Custard

WEDNESDAY

Roast Chicken, Stuffing,
Roast Potatoes and
Gravy

Vegetarian Wellington
with Roast Potatoes and

G

Vegetables of the Day
Fruit Medley

7

CHICKEN
SHACK

BBQ Chicken or Quom
with Seasoned
Potatoes and
Sweetcom Salsa

[V

Vegetables of the Day

Fruit Salad ‘ g

Sausage with Roast
Potatoes and Gravy

Yegan Sausage and
Roast Potatoes
with Gravy

Vegetables of the Day
Fruit Salad

o7
Wholemeal ‘,Vﬁgun C{} Chef's Special

Avallable Daily: - Freshly cocked jacket potatoes with a choice of filling - Fresh Bread - Daily salad selection - Fruit

THURSDAY

NEW Chicken Biryani

NEW BBQ Sausage
Pasta with Garlic

Bread W

Vegetables of the Day

Jelly with Mandarins

7

Meatballs in Tomato
Sauce with Rice

Creamy Chickpea and
Coconut Curry with Rice
Vegetables of the Day

Sticky Toffee Apple
Crumble with Custard

carbbean
sLAENTRY o

Mild Caribbean Chicken
with Golden Rice

Caribbean Stew with
Golden Rice ﬂ
Vegetables of the Day

NEW Jamaican Ginger
Cake with Custard

FRIDAY

Fishfirgers with Chips &
Tomato Sauce
[Selernan Fish Fingers Avalable)

Cheese and Bean Pasty
with Chips and Tomato
Sauce

Vegetables of the Day
Syrup Sponge with
Custard

Fishfingers with Chips &
Tomato Sauce

Cheese Whir with Chips
and Tomato Sauce

Vegetables of the Day

Vanilla Shonhrso% g

Fishfingers with Chips &
Tomato Sauce

Red Pepper Frtiata with
Chips & Tomatfo Savce

Vegetables of the Day
Comflake Tart

ALLERGY INFORMATION.

If you would like to know about particular allengens in foods pleasa
ask a member of the catering team for informatian. If your child has a
school lunch and has a food allargy or intoherance you will be askad
to comglete & form 10 ensure we have the necessary infarmation

to cater figr youwr child, We use a large variaty of ingrediants in the
preparation of cur meals and due to the nature of our kitchens it is
not pessitls to complately remove the risk of allargen cross contact

S will




Attendance Weekly Summary
Whole school: 95.9%(Target 98%)

Children should wear their P.E. kits to school on the following

e

Little Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls
92.3% 99.3% 97.7%
- \
k“\. —" 5

Barn Owls Tawny Owls Spectacled

98% 96.1% 97%
PE Days

days. On other days, normal uniform should be worn.
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ATTENDANCE
COUNTS.
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#AttendanceCounts

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Barn Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls Snowy Owls Barn Owls
Tawny Owls Little Owls Spectacled Owls | Spectacled Owls Tawny Owls
After School Clubs: Spring Term 1
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Martial Arts Spanish Football Football Musical Theatre
Rec—Y2 Y1-Y2 Y1-Y2 Y1-Y2 Rec—Y2
3:20-4pm 3:20—4:20pm 3:20- 4:45pm 3:20-4:45pm 3:20—4:20pm
Arts and Crafts Bounce and Beat Construction Cooking
Rec-Y2 Rec—Y2 Rec-Y2 Rec-Y2
3:20-4:15pm 3:20-4:20pm 3:20-4:15pm

3:20-4:15pm




CHRISTIAN VALUE THIS
HALF TERM

TERM DATES

Spring term 2026
Start of term: Monday 5th January

Half term: Monday 16th February to Friday
20th February

Teacher training day: Monday 23rd February
End of term: Friday 27th March

Summer term 2026
Start of term: Monday 13th April

Half term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th
May

LEARNING BEHAVIOUR
THIS HALF TERM

Teacher Training Day: Monday 1st June
End of term: Friday 17th July

Teacher Training Day (Disaggregated): Mon-

day 20th Jul .
g g Tough Tortoise

For Warwickshire school term dates please
click here.

‘ﬁi

*| am brave and have a go at different things.
**| can persevere and keep going even when it is difficult.

***| can show resilience. | bounce back and try again to
learn from my mistakes.
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X
spaces available, pay for FUnStﬁf

Education Through Performing Arts
07971073530 / 07849168639

MUSicaI Theafre N www.funstareducation.co.uk @

remaining sessions only!

Friday
5:20 pm - 4:20 pm



https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays

| BOOK OF THE WEEK
f Title: The Diary of a Killer Cat
Author: Anne Fine The Diary of a

Recommended by: Spectacled Owls Kiner C at
T >

(1155 = Guardian

ANNE FINE

Can a cute, fluffy cat really be a dangerous criminal?

Killer Cat follows the hilarious adventures of Tuffy, a cat
who believes he is completely innocent, even when his
owners strongly disagree. From bringing home “presents”
§ like dead birds to causing chaos around the neighbour-
hood, Tuffy always manages to land himself in trouble.
Told from the cat’s own point of view, the story is full of

§ humour and mischief, while also exploring themes of
family, responsibility, and seeing the world from a different
perspective. This book is perfect for readers who enjoy
funny stories with a naughty but lovable main character.

Big Garden Birdwatch 2026

At Dunchurch Library we will have a display relating to ‘The Big Garden Birdwatch 2026’, which takes place dur-
ing the weekend of 23/25 January.

The Birdwatch is organised in January each year by the RSPB( Royal Society for the Protection of Birds), the
oldest animal charity in the world, with the aim of using citizen science to take a snapshot of the songbird popula-
tion. The results are compared with others taken in previous years to assess the health of our British bird popula-
tions, and to see which species are doing well and those that are not.

We think that this is an opportunity for parents and children to take part in this event by spending an hour, during
that weekend, observing and recording the birds that visit and land in your garden. This is also an occasion to
introduce the idea of ‘citizen science’ to children and to experience how powerful it can be when the RSPB pub-
lish their results later in the month.

If you are unsure about which bird is which then the RSPB has all the information you will need to identify, record
and upload your results. You can access this by Googling ‘RSPB Birdwatch 2026’ and registering your interest.

The display in the library will include various publications relating to garden birds and how to identify them as well

as how to take part in the Big Garden Birdwatch. ——

If families develop an interest in birds and wildlife in general then they could visit our

local nature reserve, run by the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, at Brandon Marsh, a 20
min car journey from Dunchurch.
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| v oo | COLLECTIVE WORSHIP |
MHST'$ . o |
I = - i I|In collective worship this week, we have I
I Mental Health in Schools Team { I th
: ought about our value of courage. We have
[ Tips For Wellness II 9 _ ) 9 I
Learning | learnt about this through the bible story of Da- |
I I|vid and Goliath. We have particularly thought
I Wg are always learning new things - often without realising it! Learning can |pc|ude developing I . I
e, e e 2 T oS e g pumenn e an crarnnoseene s | | @8DOUt having the courage to share your
new skills or develop skills that we already have. It can help to build motivation, confidence, and -
I e I'1 thoughts and opinions. !
I To help us to leam something new, we can set ourselves a challenge or a goal to work towards I I .. I
il We also learnt about world religion day, and |
I Learng can e ) Sues show it ernng can iy us o sy emare cansoutnasne | th gt about how religions have many simi- I
Our tips for learning: Ilarities, with central themes of love and friend- |
I 1. Learn a new word each day! Can you use the new word in your schoolwork? Can you teach I h .
this new word to a fiend? S | .
I 2. Get creative! Try a new craft activity or write a story or song Have a look at some ideas for I I p I
craft actiities here: SSISES
I 3. Try a new hobby, s; as a new sport, learning to paint or join a new after-school club. I I
I 4. Try a new food or learn to cook a new recipe. Could you share this experience with I
someone? For example, could you bake a cake with a friend, or cook a meal for your farmily? I
I 5. Learn a new language. Try and learn simple words and phrases, such as “hello®, *how are I
you? and “my name is.. " You could use online resources or apps, such as Duolingo, to help I
you
I 6. Try a new sport or class. Could you help others to learn by becoming a coach for a junior I I
team?
I 7. Start a craft project! You could do this independently, or together with a fnend. Remember to I I
ask an adult for help if you need to! Follow the QR code for some project ideas
| ‘ |
In Coventry and Warwickshire, for any urgent mental health concerns, contact the VRI‘SE Crisis I
pline available , by calling . Alternatively, cal or visit in an emergency,
I Helpli ilable 24/7, by calling NHS 111. Al ivel Il 999 isit AE i I
for example if medical attention Is required. I
1B

MHST are available to support you and your school throughout the
school year including term time and school holidays.

I Please contact your school's Mental Health Lead for
I_ - d information and advice.

| E-SAFETY TIP OF THE WEEK

|LEGO® Build & Talk

I A core part of the NSPCC’s 10-year strategy is to ensure children are safe online.
I'To help achieve this the NSPCC have teamed up with the LEGO Group to help
Ipromote their fun, free Build & Talk activities. The six 'adventures' help parents
Iand caregivers talk with their children about key online safety topics through the
jjoy of LEGO play. /

:www.quo.com/en-qb/families/quides/build-and-talk

Conpass

A ] Dt
2 iz.:., & a

Click on Family Information Service for

- ¢ WARWICKSHIRE

. SEND

a wide range of information to support Connect for Warwickshire Local Authority SEND
families, or to request support. Health newsletter can be found here. Click
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children- Find lots of useful | |link

families links click here.



https://www.compass-uk.org/services/c4h/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
http://www.lego.com/en-gb/families/guides/build-and-talk
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> RETURN To,
= RECEPTION

17™ APRIL 2026

2:15PM

You are invited back in to our
Reception unit for the afternoon
to see how your children have
taken ownership of their
Iamr.ing environment.
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PANTOMANIACS 7=

= January 2026
\“O‘. ... A \ Specad performances
R \ &
!; > % "\. Fish and Chip supper £15

Friday 23rd Jan 6. 30pm

Gala Night - €18
Wednexday 25th Jan 6 30pm

Standand Performances

Saturday 24th Jan
Matinee 2. Mpm
Fvening 7.00pm
Sunday 25th Jan

Matinee 2 Vopm

Thursday 29th Jan
Evening 7. 30pm
Friday 30th Jan
Evening 7. 30pm
Saturday 31st Jan
Fuerang 6 30pm

Prices

Adult: £8, Child: £5, Snr: £7

Tickets on sale at Wanda Fashions
atematively. visit
dunchurchpantomaniacs.com
or scan the QR code to purchase

o An original pantornime . Dunchurch Viloge Holl, CVZZ 6PN
l C Wiitten by Sue Protheroe. Directed by Paulle Poidevin

\( hittiagton

SCAN ME




RUGBY
Art Gallery
& Museum

Hatf-term:
_Holiday Fun

14 - 21 February 2026

'HE Get ready to tinker and build as you...

Create Learn Enjoy Discover
in our holiday workshops!
Find out more at www.ragm.co.uk/holidayfun




