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Welcome back to school. I hope that everyone had a good half term and is feeling refreshed ready for 

the half term ahead. The children have been talking about days out, holidays, attending clubs and 

spending time together as a family — it sounds like you have all been very busy!  

Our highlight of the week has been the return to a full hot meal offer for the children. The kitchen 

staff have worked exceptionally hard to get this in place following the contractors being in school over 

the half term break. The menu shared on Dojo will now continue on a three weekly cycle over the 

winter months.  

If your child is in pre-school or year two, it is time to apply for their school place for next academic 

year. All applications need to be made via the Warwickshire admissions portal which can be found by 

clicking here. The graphic below shows the dates that applications need to be made by.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for engaging well with Dojo. Just a reminder that both parents can be regis-

tered for each child, not only one parent. Please contact the school office if you require the QR code 

so that a further parent can register themselves.   

We currently have a vacancy for one parent governor (AGC member) across the two Dunchurch 

schools. If this is something that would interest you, please look out for a letter regarding this next 

week.  

A huge thank you to the PTA for running the sponsored welly walk this afternoon. The children really 

enjoyed their walk and were exceptionally well mannered as they completed the route. Thank you to 

everyone who has sponsored the children.  

Thank you for your ongoing support. Have a lovely weekend.  

Suzanne Marson 

Headteacher  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-place


PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

 
      LEARNING BEHAVIOR – TEAM MEERKAT 

            HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY       

 

Lunchtime stars 

Achievements from home:  

Reception:  Micheal, Harrison, Holly, Nova 
Year 1:  Cleo, Callie, Isabelle, Robin, Thora, Luca 

Year 2:  Alfie, Charlotte 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Roberts) 

 

Barty 

Barn Owls: 

(Mrs Jones) 

 

Posy 

Spectacled Owls: 

(Miss Ansell and 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

Judah 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Shrimpton & 

Mrs Rawes 

 

Alexander 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Albie 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Arundeep 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Roberts) 

 

William C 

Barn Owls: 

(Mrs Jones) 

 

Tatonga 

Spectacled Owls:

(Miss Ansell  & 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

Petru 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Rawes & 

Miss Shrimpton) 

 

Isla 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Amelia-Faith 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Nivaan 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Robers) 

 

Danvir 

Barn Owls: 

(Mrs Jones) 

 

Pola 

Spectacled Owls:

(Miss Ansell & 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

Zara 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Shrimpton & 

Mrs Rawes 

 

Heidi 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Harvey 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Penelope 

 Owlets Learner:   Kaitlyn 

 Lunchtime:  Ashrith 

Spotty Learner:  Hanaya 

Lunchtime:  Ollie 

 Stripy Learner:  Tanaka 

 Lunchtime: Ali 

GOLD BOOK 

Reception: Roman, Jesleen, Izhaan Year 1: Jack, Noah, Vinnie, Vienna   Year 2:  Asees, Penelope, Alfie  

 



Reading  

In addition to using the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ approach to teach phonics, we use 

this approach to teach reading throughout reception, year one and year two. All children read to an 

adult three times per week, taking part in a reading practise session within a group of children who 

are of a similar ability level. Each reading practise session has a key focus: 

Decoding – a focus on reading the words in the text, ensuring they make sense and applying 

phonics knowledge 

Prosody – learning to read with intonation and expression 

Comprehension – answering questions and demonstrating an understanding of what has been 

read. There is always a key focus for this session, such as retrieving information from the text or reading between 

the lines to make inferences. 

The books that we use to teach reading in reception and year one are from the ‘Big Cat Collins Little Wandle’ range of books. 

These match our phonics programme and are fully decodable. Children take part in a six weekly informal phonics assess-

ment with their class teacher, which is used to inform a reading level stage. When the children have read their reading prac-

tise book three times in school, they will bring them home to celebrate their reading with you. As children will already know 

these books really well, please do not worry if they can already read these books fluently – they are celebrating and prac-

tising their reading with you! Within these books, there are parental prompts and questions that you can ask the children on 

both the front page before reading, and on the back page after reading. There is also a story map within many of the books, 

which children can use to retell the key events of the story. 

         

 

In year two, once the children are fluent readers, we have a further set of books that we use to teach children to read. 

Through these books, children have the opportunity to read texts containing increasingly complex sentence structures and 

ambitious vocabulary, and develop further stamina for reading.  

In addition to the children bringing home their school reading book, they will also bring home a weekly book from the li-

brary that they will have chosen independently. Children are unlikely to be able to read this independently, especially in the 

younger year groups. This is a book for you to share together. We term these our ‘sharing books’.  

We take the approach that we want the children to read a wide range of texts and books, opening the children’s eyes to the 

world around them and building their knowledge of vocabulary. Please do not feel that you only have to read school books 

with your child. Trips to the library, book shops and reading books from home have just as much value. It is also important 

that children continue to experience adults reading books to them, as well as practising their reading aloud with their pho-

netically decodable reading book. 



Upcoming dates: 

W/C Monday 

10th          

November  

Antibullying Week 

Children will be taught about antibullying throughout the week. Children are invited to 

wear odd socks to school on Monday, demonstrating that we are all unique.  

W/C Monday 

10th  

November  

Interfaith Week 

Some collective worships throughout the week will focus on the similarities between a 

range of faiths. 

Tuesday 11th 

November 

Remembrance Day 

Children will learn about Remembrance Day in an age-appropriate way and take part in 

a one minute silence at 11am.  

Thursday 

13th          

November  

World Kindness Day 

We will be focussing on how to show kindness to one another, linked to antibullying 

week  

Wednesday 

19th          

November 

Open evening for prospective parents 

Is your child due to start reception in September 2026? Prospective reception parents 

are welcome to join us for a presentation and a chance to look around the school. Please 

arrive via the school office for a 5pm start. Nursery staff will also be available as part of 

the evening.  

Thursday 

20th          

November  

9:30am 

Information session with Mrs Darragh for year two parents 

Mrs Darragh, Headteacher of Dunchurch Boughton C of E Junior Academy, will be availa-

ble in the Dunchurch Infant school hall at 9:30am to talk to parents of children who are 

currently in year two at either Dunchurch Infants or Leamington Hastings. This is a 

chance to talk to Mrs Darragh and find out more about the Juniors, with information tai-

lored to the two feeder schools.   

Friday 21st 

November 

Children in need 

Children are invited to come into school in non-uniform, including wearing spots.        

Parents are welcome to make a voluntary donation on this day.  

Monday 24th 

November  

Booking for Christmas Plays / Carol concert opens  

Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information 

sent home from the school office from 8pm today. 

Wednesday 

26th          

November 

Reception Vision screening 

All reception children with have their vision tested. 

Friday 28th 

November  

Non uniform day  

Children are invited to come to school dressed in autumnal colours in exchange for a do-

nation towards the PTA Christmas hampers. More information from the PTA to follow.  

Monday 1st 

December 

Whole school theatre trip 

The whole school will visit the Warwick Arts Centre in the morning to see The Tiger Who 

Came To Tea as a theatre performance. More details to follow.  



Upcoming dates: 

Tuesday 9th 

December  

Passport to world views afternoon—Christmas around the world 

Children will be learning about Christmas around the world during the afternoon.  

Thursday 

11th          

December  

Christmas jumper day  

Children are welcome to come into school wearing non-uniform, including a Christmas 

jumper, for Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day. Any voluntary donations are wel-

come.  

Friday 12th 

December  

Christmas craft day  

Children will take part in a Christmas craft day on this day.  

Monday 15th 

December  

Christmas performances  

Parents are invited to see their child perform their Christmas play in the school hall. Two 
tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information from 
the school office. 
Nursery (all classes) – 9:15 
Reception – 10:15 
Year 1- 2:30  

Tuesday 16th 

December  

Christmas performances 
Parents are invited to see their child perform their Christmas play in the school hall. Two 
tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information from 
the school office. 
Year 1 – 9:15 
Reception – 10:15 
Nursery (all classes) – 1:30  

Tuesday 16th 

December  

Year two carol concert  

Year 2 parents are invited to take part in a carol service performed by the children at 

2:30pm. Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the in-

formation from the school office.  

Wednesday 

17th Decem-

ber  

Year two carol concert 

Year 2 parents are invited to take part in a carol service performed by the children at 

9:15am. Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the in-

formation from the school office.  

Friday 19th 

December  

Christingle 

The whole school will take part in a Christingle service in the school hall. Please be aware 

that your child will bring home a Christingle at the end of the school day.  



Children should wear their P.E. kits to school on the following 

days. On other days, normal uniform should be worn.  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls 

Elf Owls 

Little Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls  

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Martial Arts 

Rec—Y2 

3:20-4pm 

  

Spanish 

Y1-Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

  

 Football  

Y1-Y2 

3:20– 4:45pm 

Football 

Y1-Y2 

3:20-4:45pm 

Musical Theatre 

Rec—Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

  

 Bounce and Beat 

Rec—Y2 

3:20-4:20pm 

 

  

   

 

 

  

Little Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls 

93.4% 83.4% 95.2% 

 

 

 

  

Barn Owls Tawny Owls Spectacled 

86.7% 94.7% 95.2% 



 

TERM DATES 

 

Autumn term 2025 

Teacher training days: Monday 1st Septem-

ber & Tuesday 2nd September  

Children return to school Wednesday 3rd 

September  

Teacher training day: Friday 24th October  

Half term: Monday 27th October to Friday 

31st October 

End of term: Friday 19th December  

 

 

Spring term 2026 

Start of term: Monday 5th January 

Half term: Monday 16th February to Friday 

20th February 

Teacher training day: Monday 23rd February  

End of term: Friday 27th March 

 

Summer term 2026 

 Start of term: Monday 13th April  

Half term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th 

May  

Teacher Training Day: Monday 1st June  

End of term: Friday 17th July 

Disaggregated Teacher Training Day: Mon-

day 20th July  

For Warwickshire school term dates please 

click here.  

 

CHRISTIAN VALUE THIS 

HALF TERM 

LEARNING BEHAVIOUR 

THIS HALF TERM 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Elmer the Patchwork Elephant is one of my favourites. It’s about 

an elephant named Elmer who is not grey like all the other  

elephants, he is covered in bright, colourful patches. Sometimes, Elmer feels a bit sad       

because he looks different from everyone else. 

One day, he decides to paint himself grey so he can blend in with the herd. However, when 

the rain washes the colour off, everyone realises how special and fun Elmer really is, and 

Elmer learns that being different is something to celebrate. 

The pictures are bright and cheerful and the story has a lovely message about being yourself 

and accepting others just the way they are. I think it’s a great book for children who are 

learning about kindness, confidence and what makes each of us unique. 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 
 
Title: Elmer  

Author:  David McKee  

Recommended by: Miss Goodwin  

Lunches Autumn Half Term 

Our caterers are pleased to be able to offer children a full hot lunch menu for the Autumn 
Half Term. Please see the attached menu below: 



Connect for 

Health 

Find lots of useful 

links click here. 

  

 

 

Click on Family Information Service for 

a wide range of information to support 

families, or to request support. 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-

families  

 

 

 

Warwickshire Local Authority  SEND 

newsletter can be found here. Click 

link 

E-SAFETY TIP OF THE WEEK :  

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

In collective worship this week we have intro-

duced our new learning behaviour, concentrating 

crocodile. We have also considered All Saints Day, 

and introduced our new value of generosity.   

 

 

https://www.compass-uk.org/services/c4h/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f


 

Be Bright, Be Seen  

Being visible to other road users is important all year round, whether 

walking, cycling, scooting or wheeling. However, it is especially im-

portant during the autumn and winter months when days are shorter 

and evenings longer.  

We can improve our visibility and help drivers and other road users 

see us by wearing light, bright and fluorescent clothing or accessories 

in the day, and reflective clothing or accessories in the evening.   

If cycling, we must make sure our bicycles have a working white front 

light, and red back light.  






