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 This week has been a very busy week in school! The children are now fully settled into their new year groups and 

have been busy carrying out their learning. The children are immersed in their new topics of  ‘Who am i?’ in 

nursery, ’Getting to know you’ in reception, ’I am an artist’ in year one and ’To infinity and beyond’ in year two. 

Phonics lessons are underway, and the reception children are enjoying building their knowledge of phonemes. It 

is really important that when we pronounce phonemes across all year groups in school, that we do not insert an 

‘u’ sound as it can cause misconceptions with reading and spelling. For example  when saying ‘m’ we would say 

‘mmmmmmmm’ (imagine mmmm that is tasty) rather than ‘mu’. To watch some videos that cover how we pro-

nounce the phonemes with the children, please see the reading page on the website.  In terms of reading books, 

the teachers will be sending home new online logins for the children in Key Stage One. However, we are delight-

ed to share with you that the new physical books have been ordered, we are just waiting for them to arrive. As 

you can imagine, it is a significant order so there is a slight delay, but the majority should be here in around a 

fortnight. 

All the children in reception have been taking part in the national reception baseline. More information about 

this can be found on our website here. 

As the weather is now starting to become wetter and cooler, particularly in the mornings, please can we ask that 

children always have a named waterproof coat in school so that they do not get cold at playtime, lunchtime or 

when learning outside. If your child has pierced ears, please can all earrings be removed before school on a PE 

day.  

Thank you to everyone who attended the PTA meeting on Wednesday. There were lots of great ideas shared and 

events for the autumn term are now being planned for. We discussed raising money for some outside equipment 

on the main school playground such as a trim trail, some permanent display fixtures within the school corridor 

such as a history timeline, some additional hi-vis jackets for the children and an outdoor display that Mrs Owen 

would like to install.  

Thank you for your support, have a lovely weekend. 

Suzanne Marson 

Headteacher 

https://www.dunchurchinfant.covmat.org/early-reading-and-phonics/
https://www.dunchurchinfant.covmat.org/reception-baseline/


Dunchurch Boughton C of E Infant Academy and Nursery Christian 

vision 

As part of the Diocese of Coventry Multi Academy Trust, we have a shared vision of 

‘Together, living life in all its fullness’ (John 10.10). Linked to this, we have an individu-

al school vision of:  

Roots to grow. Wings to fly. 

Our theologically rooted school vision is based on the Parable of the Mustard Seed, 

taken from the Gospel of Matthew, reflecting our local rural community and the young 

age of our children.  

Jesus told his followers the Parable of the Mustard Seed: 

• A farmer went to plant some seeds in his field. 

• He looked at the mustard seeds – they looked very small and not at all important. 

• The famer planted the seeds in good soil and took great care to ensure they had everything that they 

needed.  

• Slowly, the little seeds grew into small plants. 

• Each day the farmer tended to the plants, and they continued to grow taller and taller still. 

• The plants grew into the biggest of all plants, into the size of a tree! The birds came and nested in the 

branches of the trees.  

• The parable teaches us that the smallest things we do can grow into something bigger than we could ever 

imagine. 
 

The meaning of the parable can be interpreted as below: 

• Just like the mustard seeds who appeared small in the beginning, children start their journey at the acade-

my at a young age.  

• Dunchurch is the good soil for the children, providing them with the teachings of academic learning, val-

ues, learning behaviours, extra-curricular trip and visitors, character and personal development and the 

word of God. 

• Provided with high quality teaching, learning experiences, and a development of 

character the children begin to develop their roots.  

• Through the development of values and learning behaviours, children persevere 

and become resilient, and begin to learn how they can begin to make a differ-

ence in the world. The roots become stronger still, supporting the children to 

grow.  

• As farmers, the adults continuously tend to the children with love, supporting 

them to develop deep roots that enable them to grow and flourish into all that 

they can be. 



PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

 
      LEARNING BEHAVIOR – TEAM MEERKAT 

            HOT CHOCOLATE FRIDAY       

 
Lunchtime stars 

Achievements from home:  

Reception: Hollie 

Year 1: Robin, Isabelle, Neelan, Cleo, Amelia-Faith, Reeva,  

Year 2: Sophia, Niyah, Eliza, Florence, India, Effie, Liberty, Kezzie 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Roberts) 

 

Isla O 

Barn Owls: 

(Mrs Jones) 

 

Piper 

Spectacled Owls: 

(Miss Ansell and 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

Alfie 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Shrimpton & 

Mrs Rawes 

 

Sephy 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Reeve & Afaya 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Charlotte H 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Roberts) 

 

Margot 

Barn Owls: 

(Mrs Jones) 

 

Callie 

Spectacled Owls:

(Miss Ansell  & 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

India 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Rawes & 

Miss Shrimpton) 

 

Heidi 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Grayson 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Edison 

Little Owls: 

(Miss Robers) 

 

Barty 

Barn Owls: 

(Miss Lodge) 

 

Caiden 

Spectacled Owls:

(Miss Ansell & 

Miss Goodwin) 

 

Liberty 

Elf Owls: 

(Mrs Shrimpton & 

Mrs Rawes 

 

Nihira 

Tawny Owls:  

(Mrs Carrington) 

 

Rosie May 

Snowy Owls:  

(Mrs Menzies) 

 

Ricky 

 Owlets Learner:   Mila 

 Lunchtime:  Hugo K 

Spotty Learner:  Brody 

Lunchtime: Oliver B 

 Stripy Learner:  Cian 

 Lunchtime: Arlo D 

 

Nursery Learner and Lunchtime Star of the Week 

GOLD BOOK: Maddie (Elf Owls), Karam (Snowy Owls) 



Huge congratulations to the following pupils who  

completed this years summer reading challenge: 

   Thea  Liberty  Robin   

   Holly  Harvey  Henry 

   India  Aphra  Emma   

   Isla   Matty   Eleni 

   Sophia   Jokabus   Ines  

  



Upcoming dates: 

Wednesday 

14th  

September 

National Child Measurement  

All reception children will have heights and weights measured 1pm—3pm 

Monday 15th 

September 

Flu Vaccinations 

Children from reception to year two will be having their flu vaccines in school where   

parental consent has been provided.  

WC 22nd 

September  

Recycling week 

Across the week we will be considering how we can recycle more of our waste.  

Wednesday 
24th Septem-
ber 

Curriculum evenings  

Parents are invited to come into school to find out what their children will be taught 

over the course of this academic year, including how we teach reading, writing and 

maths. Please enter and leave the school via the school office and make your way to the 

year group classrooms. There will be two sessions to accommodate those who would 

like to attend more than one year group, they will be duplicate sessions so you only need 

to attend one. Slides will be uploaded to Dojo after the session. Please arrive for a 

4:30pm or 5:15pm start.  

Friday 26th 

September  

Language Day 

To celebrate the rich diversity of our school community, we challenge the children to 

come into school ready to answer the register with a greeting in any language of their 

choice.   

Monday 29th 
September  

World Heart Day 

We will be holding a fundraising day with proceeds to be split between Birmingham   
Children’s Hospital who have supported several of our children in school, and Our Jay 
Foundation.  
Children are invited to come into school wearing non-uniform, including something red, 

for a voluntary donation.  

Monday 29th 

September  

Harvest Festival Donations 

Children throughout the school are welcome to bring any donations of non-perishable 

goods into school before the end of this week as part of Harvest Festival. All donations 

will be delivered to Hope 4, Rugby Foodbank. 

Monday 29th 

September  

Parent’s evening booking opens 
You will receive information from the school office explaining how to book your child’s 

parent’s evening appointment. Slots are live from 8pm today.  

Thursday 

2nd October  

Harvest Festival Collective Worship—Reception only 

Reception parents are welcome to join their children for a Harvest Festival year group 

collective worship. Please enter the school via the school office for a 9:15am start in the 

school hall. Please note that you will only be able to leave the school via the school 

office doors.  

(We are hopeful that the school hall will be ready by this point. If not, we will use the 

marquee and communicate this with you nearer the time) 

Thursday 

2nd October 

National Poetry Day 

Children will be learning about poetry within school. Children are invited to come into 

school having learnt aa poem that they can recite to their classmates.  



Upcoming dates: 

Monday 6th 

October  

Passport to world views afternoon 

Children will be learning about the festival of Sukkot during the afternoon.  

Friday 10th 

October 

World Mental Health Day 

Children are invited to wear non-uniform / yellow clothing on this day. A voluntary dona-

tion towards Young Minds can be made should parents wish to. During the school day, 

we will be teaching children about the Zones of Regulation, focusing on recognising and 

understanding feelings.  

Tuesday 21st 

October  

Parent’s evening session 1 

You are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s pro-

gress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information received from 

the school office. Appointments are 

available from 3:30 pm—6:30pm. Please enter and leave the school via the School Office 

entrance.  

Wednesday 
22nd Octo-
ber  

Parent’s evening session 2 

You are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s pro-

gress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information received from 

the school office. Appointments are 

available from 3:30 pm—6:30pm. Please enter and leave the school via the School Office 

entrance.  

Thursday 

23rd October  

Vocabulary Day 

As part of our promotion of adventurous vocabulary, we will be holding a vocabulary day 

in school. Children are invited to come to school dressed as an adventurous word. Previ-

ous examples have included illuminated, festive, floral, glamorous and athletic.  

Tuesday 4th 

November 

Individual and Sibling Photos 

Photographs will be taken during the morning. If your child attends nursery and is not in 

on this day, please come via the school office at 8:45 am if you would like your child’s 

photograph taken.  

W/C Monday 

10th Novem-

ber  

Antibullying Week 

Children will be taught about antibullying throughout the week. Children are invited to 

wear odd socks to school on Monday, demonstrating that we are all unique.  

W/C Monday 

10th Novem-

ber  

Interfaith Week 

Some collective worships throughout the week will focus on the similarities between a 

range of faiths. 

Tuesday 11th 

November 

Remembrance Day 

Children will learn about Remembrance Day in an age-appropriate way and take part in 

a one minute silence at 11am.  

Thursday 

13th Novem-

ber  

World Kindness Day 

We will be focussing on how to show kindness to one another, linked to antibullying 

week  



Children should wear their P.E. kits to school on the following 

days. On other days, normal uniform should be worn.  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls 

Elf Owls 

Little Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Snowy Owls 

Spectacled Owls  

Barn Owls 

Tawny Owls  

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Martial Arts 

Rec—Y2 

3:20-4pm 

  

Spanish 

Y1-Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

  

 Football  

Y1-Y2 

3:20– 4:45pm 

Football 

Y1-Y2 

3:20-4:45pm 

Musical Theatre 

Rec—Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

  

 Bounce and Beat 

Rec—Y2 

3:20-4:20pm 

 

  

   

 

 

  

Little Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls 

96.5% 97.5% 99.3% 

 

 

 

  

Barn Owls Tawny Owls Spectacled Owls 

98.5% 97.9% 99.7% 



 

TERM DATES 

 

Autumn term 2025 

Teacher training days: Monday 1st Septem-

ber & Tuesday 2nd September  

Children return to school Wednesday 3rd 

September  

Teacher training day: Friday 24th October  

Half term: Monday 27th October to Friday 

31st October 

End of term: Friday 19th December  

 

 

Spring term 2026 

Start of term: Monday 5th January 

Half term: Monday 16th February to Friday 

20th February 

Teacher training day: Monday 23rd February  

End of term: Friday 27th March 

 

Summer term 2026 

 Start of term: Monday 13th April  

Half term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th 

May  

Teacher Training Day: Monday 1st June  

End of term: Friday 17th July 

Disaggregated Teacher Training Day: Mon-

day 20th July  

 

For Warwickshire school term dates please 

click here.  

 

CHRISTIAN VALUE THIS 

HALF TERM 

LEARNING BEHAVIOUR 

THIS HALF TERM 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 
Title: Giraffes Can’t Dance  

Author: Giles Andreae 
 
Recommended by:  Mrs Marson  

Lunches Autumn Half Term 

Our caterers are pleased to be able to offer children a variety of hot and cold lunches for the 
Autumn Half Term. Please see the attached menu below: 

The story follows Gerald the giraffe, who feels awkward 

and clumsy because his legs are thin and his neck is long. 

Every year, all the animals gather for the Jungle Dance, 

but when Gerald tries to join in, the other animals laugh 

at him for not being able to dance. Feeling sad and reject-

ed, Gerald wanders away. 

He then meets a wise cricket who tells him that 

“sometimes when you’re different, you just need a differ-

ent song.” Inspired, Gerald listens to the sounds of nature: 

the wind in the grass, the branches swaying, and the 

moonlight, and discovers his own unique way of dancing. 

When he returns, the other animals are amazed by his 

graceful moves, and Gerald finally feels proud of himself. 



Connect for 

Health 

Find lots of useful 

links click here. 

  

 

 

Click on Family Information Service for 

a wide range of information to support 

families, or to request support. 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-

families  

 

 

 

Warwickshire Local Authority  SEND 

newsletter can be found here. Click 

link 

E-SAFETY TIP OF THE WEEK :  

 

Remind children to keep safe online by not 

giving out their personal information, such 

as: 

· Full name 

· Address (home or email) 

· Phone number 

· Their photo 

· Or which school they attend 

  

It is important to always remind children to 

tell yourselves (parents) or another adult 

they trust, if someone or something online 

is making them feel uncomfortable or wor-

ried (if they are getting their Early Warning 

Signs). 

It can then safely be sorted and removed 

by a trusted adult. 

 

 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

In collective worship we have learnt about our 

learning behaviour this half term: ‘Team Meerkat’. 

We have discussed how we can listen to each oth-

er carefully and work together as a team in all as-

pects of school life.  

We also learnt about our half termly value of 

‘Kindness’, reading the story 

‘Meesha Makes Friends’. We 

talked about what we could do 

to support children who were 

feeling shy, or who wanted 

more friends to play with.  

 

https://www.compass-uk.org/services/c4h/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f


Harvest Festival  

From Monday 29th September, we are inviting children across the school to bring any donations into school before 

Friday 3rd October, to be donated to Hope 4, Rugby Foodbank.  

Last year, thanks to the generosity of local schools, churches, and community groups, emergency food was provided to 

6,333 people — including many children. The food bank would like to pass on how incredibly grateful they are for the 

support shown across the area.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the link to the July/Sept (summer hols) dig-
ital version of Allsorts magazine: 

https://bit.ly/ALLSORTS_JULYSEPT 

You can tap straight to advertisers’  websites too 
when viewing the mag on your phone (please 
mention allsorts). There are lots of attraction to 
visit, services and articles to help your family. You 
can view this issue at www.allsortsmag.com too 
or on the allsorts Facebook page soon.  

https://bit.ly/ALLSORTS_JULYSEPT
http://www.allsortsmag.com/

