
 

 

Dunchurch Boughton C of E Infant  

Academy and Nursery  

Roots to grow. Wings to fly. 

Newsletter number:  02 

Date: 11.09.2026 

 

What a wonderful first full week we have had! It has been lovely to see our school and nursery full of 
happy children, busy classrooms and lots of learning once again. The children have settled brilliantly into 
their new classes and routines, and we are incredibly proud of how well they have adapted. Dojo points 
are continuing to be a hit with our children, and it was lovely to present the first ‘Dojo Champions’ with 
their certificates in Collective Worship this morning. Dojo points will be reset each Friday morning 
following our Collective Worship session. However, you can still see your child’s historic points in their 
points report, should you wish to do so.  

             

We have been busy behind the scenes planning our diary dates for the year ahead. We know how 

helpful it is for families to have plenty of notice, so the dates and events arranged for the autumn term 

so far are included within this newsletter. These will be added to Dojo over the course of the next week 

so that you can use this as a reminder, along with including the dates within each newsletter. We will 

add additional dates as they become available.  

When we carried out our parent survey last year, one of the things you told us was that you would like 

more information about how you can support your child’s learning at home. In response to your 

feedback, we have added more information to our Curriculum Summaries. These will give you a clear 

overview of what your child will be learning throughout the half term, as well as practical ideas and 

suggestions for how you can support their learning at home, should you wish to. We hope these 

summaries will help you to feel more informed about your child’s learning and provide simple ways to 

talk about and reinforce what they are learning in school. All classes have posted these to their Dojo 

pages.   

Thank you for your ongoing support, have a lovely weekend.  

Suzanne Marson 

Headteacher  

 
 
 

      



 

Pupil achievements this week 
 

Learning behaviour of the week (based on the half termly learning behaviour focus)  

 

Owlets: Helena Spotty Owls: Maisie Stripy Owls: Henry 

Little Owls: Brody Barn Owls: Lily Spectacled Owls: Liliana 

Elf Owls: Maahi Tawny Owls:  Maeve Snowy Owls:  Dua 

 

Lunchtime stars 

Owlets: Helena Spotty Owls: Cooper Stripy Owls: Cassie 

Little Owls: Clover Barn Owls: Jesleen Spectacled Owls: Amelia 

Elf Owls: Maahi Tawny Owls:  Alex Snowy Owls:  Thora 

 

Hot Chocolate Friday  

Little Owls: Cole Barn Owls: Henry Spectacled Owls: Arshan 

Elf Owls: Oliver Tawny Owls:  Holly Snowy Owls:  Poppy 

 

DoJo Champions 

Zeena, Amelia P, Margot, Fides, Arthur, Neve 

 

Achievements from home  

Reception: Neve, Katarina, Cian, Grace 

Year 1: Aphra, Sephy, Michael, Paige Year 2: Sienna, Matty, Rosalind, Albie, Piper, Nilan, Emma, Tudor 

 



Diary Dates 

All events include Nursery unless stated otherwise. 

WC 14th 

September 

Recycling Week 

Across the week we will be considering how we can recycle more of our waste. 

Monday 21st 

September 

Harvest Festival Donations 

Children throughout the school are welcome to bring any donations of non-perishable 

goods into school before Friday 9th October 2026. All donations will be delivered to Hope 

4, Rugby Foodbank. 

Friday 25th 

September 

European day of languages 

To celebrate the rich diversity of our school community, we challenge the children to 

come into school ready to answer the register with a greeting in any language of their 

choice. 

Friday 25th 

September 

Reception Heights and Weights Assessments 

Warwickshire Child and Family Wellbeing Service have organised Receptions heights and 

weights to be taken on the afternoon of the 25th September 2026. More information will 

follow in the new academic year. 

Tuesday 29th 

September  

World Heart Day 

We will be holding a fundraising day with proceeds to be split between Birmingham 

Children’s hospital who have supported several of our children in school, and Our Jay 

Foundation. 

Children are invited to come into school wearing non-uniform, including something red, 

for a voluntary donation. 

Wednesday 

30th 

September  

Curriculum Evenings 

Parents are invited to come into school to find out what their children will be taught over 

the course of this academic year, including how we teach reading, writing and maths. 

Please enter and leave the school via the school office and make your way to the year 

group classrooms. There will be two sessions to accommodate those who would like to 

attend more than one year group, they will be duplicate sessions so you only need to 

attend one. Slides will be uploaded to Dojo after the session. Please arrive for a 4:30pm 

or 5:15pm start.  

Wednesday 

30th 

September 

Parent’s evening booking opens 

You will receive information from the school office explaining how to book your child’s 

parents evening appointment via MCAS (please contact the office if you have not yet 

activated your MCAS account). Slots are live from 8pm today. 



Thursday 1st 

October 

National Poetry Day 

Children will be learning about poetry within school. Children are invited to come into 

school having learnt aa poem that they can recite to their classmates.  

Wednesday 

7th October 

Harvest Festival collective worship – Reception only 

Reception parents are welcome to join their children for a Harvest Festival year group 

collective worship. Please enter the school via the school office for a 9:15am start in the 

school hall. Please note that you will only be able to leave the school via the school office 

doors.  

Thursday 8th 

October 

Passport to world views afternoon – Diwali 

Children will be learning about the festival if Diwali during the afternoon. 

Friday 9th 

October 

World Mental Health Day ‘Hello Yellow’ 

Children are invited to wear non-uniform / yellow clothing on this day. A voluntary 

donation towards Young Minds can be made should parents wish to. During the school 

day, we will be teaching children about the Zones of Regulation, focusing on recognising 

and understanding feelings. 

Friday 9th 

October 

Harvest Festival Donations 

Last day of donations towards Rugby Foodbank as part of Harvest Festival. 

Tuesday 20th 

October 

Parents evening night 1 

You are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s 

progress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information received 

from the school office. Appointments are available from3:30pm – 6:30pm. Please enter 

and leave the school via the school office entrance. 

Wedesday 

21st October 

Parents evening night 2 

You are invited to come into school for a 10 minute slot to talk about your child’s 

progress so far this academic year. Please book your slot via the information received 

from the school office. Appointments are available from3:30pm – 6:30pm. Please enter 

and leave the school via the school office entrance. 

Tuesday 20th 

October 

Flu Vaccinations 

Children from reception to year two will be having their flu vaccines in school where 

parental consent has been provided. 

Tuesday 20th 

October 

Year Two – Moon Landing Workshop 

The Big Bubble Theatre company is visiting year two in the morning to perform a moon 

landing workshop 

Thursday 22nd 

October 

Vocabulary day 

As part of our promotion of adventurous vocabulary, we will be holding a vocabulary day 

in school. Children are invited to come to school dressed as an adventurous word. 



Previous examples have included illuminated, festive, floral, glamorous and athletic. 

Tuesday 3rd 

November 

Individual School Photos 

Photographs will be taken during the morning. If your child attends nursery and is not in 

on this day, please come via the school office at 8:45am if you would like your child’s 

photograph taken. 

Thursday 5th 

November 

Year One – Gunpowder Plot Workshop 

The Big Bubble Theatre company is visiting year one to perform a workshop based 

around the events of the Gunpowder Plot.  

WC 9th 

November 

Interfaith week 

Some collective worships throughout the week will focus on the similarities between a 

range of faiths. 

Wednesday 

11th 

November 

Remembrace Day 

Children will learn about Remembrance Day in an age-appropriate way and take part in a 

one minute silence at 11am. 

Friday 13th 

November 

World Kindness Day 

We will be focussing on how to show kindness to one another, linked to antibullying 

week. 

Friday 13th 

November 

Children in Need 

Children are invited to come into school in non-uniform, including wearing spots. Parents 

are welcome to make a voluntary donation on this day. 

WC 16th 

November 

Antibullying week 

Children will be taught about antibullying throughout the week. Children are invited to 

wear odd socks to school on Monday, demonstrating that we are all unique. 

Wednesday 

18th 

November 

Open evening for prospective parents 

Is your child due to start reception in September 2026? Prospective reception parents are 

welcome to join us for a presentation and a chance to look around the school. Please 

arrive via the school office for a 5pm start. 

Tuesday 24th 

November 

Passport to world views – Hannukah 

The children will be learning about the festival of Hannukah during the afternoon. 

Thursday 26th 

November 

Bookings open for Christmas plays/Carol Concert 

Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information 

sent home from the school office from 8pm today. 

Tuesday 1st 

December 

Group tours for prospective Reception parents 

Is your child due to start reception in September 2027? Prospective reception parents are 

welcome to join us for a group tour around the school at 2pm. 

Mondau 7th 

December 

Group tours for prospective Reception parents 

Is your child due to start reception in September 2027? Prospective reception parents are 

welcome to join us for a group tour around the school at 9:30am. 

Thursday 10th 

December 

Christmas Jumper and Craft day 



Children are welcome to come into school wearing non-uniform, including a Christmas 

jumper, for Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day. Any voluntary donations are 

welcome. Children will also take part in a Christmas craft day on this day. 

Friday 11th 

December 

PTA Christmas party day and Santa visit 

Children in each year group will have a special visitor into their classroom and have an 

opportunity to take part in a Christmas party in their year group. Children are welcome to 

wear party clothes to school on this day (sensible shoes please).   

Monday 14th 

December 

Christmas performances 

Parents are invited to see their child perform their Christmas play in the school hall. Two 

tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information from 

the school office. 

Reception – 9:15am 

Nursery – 10:00am 

Year 1- 10:45am  

Year 2 – 1:40pm 

Tuesday 15th 

December 

Christmas performances 

Parents are invited to see their child perform their Christmas play in the school hall. Two 

tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the information from 

the school office. 

Reception – 10:30am 

Nursery (all classes) – 1:40pm 

Year 1 – 2:30pm 

Wednesday 

16th 

December 

Whole school theatre trip to Warwick Arts Centre 

The whole school will visit the Warwick Arts Centre in the morning to see The Gruffalo’s 

Child as a theatre performance. More details to follow. 

Thursday 17th 

December 

Year 2 carol concert 

Year 2 parents are invited to take part in a carol service performed by the children at 

9:15am. Two tickets per child (across the two performances) can be booked via the 

information from the school office. 

Friday 18th 

December  

Christingle service 

The whole school will take part in a Christingle service in the school hall. Please be aware 

that your child will bring home a Christingle at the end of the school day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

At Dunchurch Infants, safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s 

responsibility and our top priority. Everyone who comes in to contact with children and their 

families has a role to play. The children’s wellbeing, safety, achievement and happiness underpins 

every decision we make. Often when safeguarding is mentioned, the immediate thought is about 

child protection – when a child is suffering harm or is in danger of suffering harm. However, 

safeguarding is much more complex than this and encompasses a very wide range of issues. At 

Dunchurch Infants, we ensure that our staff are well trained in all aspects of safeguarding and this 

training is regularly updated and frequently revisited throughout the year. The members of the 

school safeguarding team can be seen below: 

  

Mrs. Suzanne Marson, Headteacher 

Mrs. Marson is the Designated Safeguarding 

Lead for the school and leads on safeguarding 

and child protection. Mrs Marson will take the 

lead where a child has a Child in Need or a 

Child Protection plan.  

  

 

Mrs Hannah Owen, Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs Owen is a Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. Mrs Owen will lead on 

safeguarding and child protection when Mrs 

Marson is off site and may attend meetings in 

Mrs Marson’s absence. Mrs Owen is also the 

Designated Teacher for Looked After Children 

across the school, and the Early Support (Early 

Help) lead for school aged children. 

  

Mrs Lauren Binzick, Nursery Manager 

Miss Madely is a Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead and is the key safeguarding 

and child protection link between nursery and 

school . Mrs Binzick is also the Early Support 

(Early Help) lead for nursery aged children. 

Mrs Katie Menzies, Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs Menzies is a Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead.  Mrs Menzies will take the 

lead for safeguarding if both Mrs Marson and 

Mrs Owen are off site. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We also ensure that our curriculum provides the children with ape age appropriate opportunities to learn 

how to keep themselves healthy and safe. Safeguarding themes are interwoven throughout our curriculum 

within school. Some examples include:  

• Promotion of our school rules and values  

• Promotion of British Values 

• Themes and values in collective worships 

• Internet Safety days and lessons, with age appropriate activities  

• A half termly online safety program for all age groups within school  

• Online safety discussions within computing and other relevant lessons  

• Involvement in World Mental Health Day, Anti-Bullying Week and Children’s Mental Health Week 

• Our PSHE curriculum, including a class charter at the start of each academic year 

• Lessons exploring keeping healthy, including topics such as diet, exercise, hygiene and sleep 

• The Protective Behaviours curriculum 

  

 

 

 
 

 



Current Lunch Menu – please note this menu will continue into September 

and a new menu will be available from October 2026 
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Attendance Weekly Summary 
2   

                     Whole School: 98.5% (Target 87%)  

    

  

Little Owls Elf Owls Snowy Owls 

98.7% 98.2% 100% 

 
 

  

    

Barn Owls Tawny Owls Spectacled Owls 

97.7% 98.9% 96.4% 

 

PE Days 

Children should wear their P.E. kits to school on the following 

days. On other days, normal school uniform should be worn.  

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Little Owls 

Elf Owls 

Tawny Owls 

Spectacled Owls 

Spectacled Owls 

Snowy Owls 

Tawny Owls 

Barn Owls 

Barn Owls 

Snowy owls  

 

After School Clubs 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Martial Arts 
Rec—Y2 

3:20-4pm 

Spanish 
Y1-Y2 

3:20—4:20pm 

 Football  
Y1-Y2 

3:20– 4:45pm 

Football 
Y1-Y2 

3:20-4:45pm 

Tennis 
Rec-Y2 

3:20 – 4:15pm  

Arts and Crafts 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm 

Bounce and Beat 
Rec—Y2 

3:20-4:20pm 

Construction 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm 

Cooking 
Rec-Y2 

3:20-4:15pm  

 

 Gardening 
Rec – Y2 

3:20 – 4:15pm 

   



 

  

Christian Value this 

half term 

 

 

 
Learning Behaviour this 

half term 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

Academic Year 2026/2027 

 

Autumn term 2026 

Training days: Tuesday 1st September and Wednesday 2nd 

September 

Term starts for children: Thursday 3rd September 

Training day: Friday 23rd October 

Half term: Monday 26th to Friday 30th October  

End of term: Friday 18th December  

Christmas holiday: Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January  

 

Spring term 2027 

Training day: Monday 4th January  

Start of term for children: Tuesday 5th January   

Half term: Monday 15th to Friday 19th February  

Training day: Monday 22nd February  

End of term: Thursday 25th March 

Easter holiday: Friday 26th March to Friday 9th April  

 

Summer term 2027 

Start of term: Monday 12th April  

Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May  

Half term: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June  

Training day: Monday 7th June  

End of term: Wednesday 21st July 

Summer holiday: Thursday 22nd July to Wednesday 1st September 

For Warwickshire school term dates please click here.  

* School and nursery are closed to all children during bank 

holidays, training days and holiday periods.  

  

 

In Collective Worship 

this week … 

 

In collective worship this week, we 

have used the story The Golden 

Rule and the bible story The Good 

Samaritan to explore our value of 

friendship. We have considered 

how we can show friendship to one 

another in our everyday lives.  

In our Picture News session, we 

found out about a new NASA 

telescope and considered if we felt 

it was important to explore the 

universe.  

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/school-term-dates-induction-days-training-days-holidays


 

  

Family Support   

Families can access free parenting courses through 

Eventbrite here.  

Click on Family Information Service for a wide 

range of information to support families, or to 

request support.  

  

 

 

Book of the week  

Title: Gruffalo Granny 

Author: Julia Donaldson 

Recommended by: Mrs Pilbeam  

E-Safety tip of the week  

 

Applicable for iPads/iPods/iPhones – it is 

important to make sure that your iTunes (if 

your child has access to this on their 

device/s), has the parental preference 

turned on, through this you can then decide 

which shows and ratings are appropriate for 

the device you are on and other devices 

(which may belong to children).  

 

 

 

 

      

 

Mental Health Support  

 

Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities  

The Warwickshire Local Authority monthly SEND 

newsletter can be found here. Click link 

The Warwickshire SEND local offer can be found 

here. Click link 

Families can request free advice and support 

through Warwickshire SENDIASS Click link  

 

  

 

 

I really enjoyed the new Gruffalo story - Gruffalo 
Granny! It is a fun and funny story with the Gruffalo, 
his daughter, and a brand-new character, Gruffalo 
Granny! 

The story has lovely rhymes and exciting surprises. 
The pictures are bright and colourful, and they 
made me laugh.  

My favourite part was seeing the Gruffalo family 
together. This book is great for story time and I 
would recommend it to all children who enjoy 
Gruffalo adventures.  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-family-and-relationship-support--71623337213
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a24b439ef7022ae0d86f9ca6e&id=afd6c79c1f
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/send
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/warwickshire-sendiass


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 2026 

Dear Parents 

After a very successful Summer, where over seventy children accepted the Reading Challenge, we at 

Dunchurch Library are anxious that as many starters as possible finish reading their six books and earn 

their medals and certificates. To this end we are holding the Challenge open until Monday 14th 

September because we know that there are a number of children who are nearly there and would like 

them to finish by this date. So please encourage your sons and daughters to visit the library with their 

Read to the Beat booklet to receive their final stickers and pick up their medals and have their 

certificates issued. 

     

 

 



 


